
El 





"Wt TAkt T~t PR US AND LtAV 
;lnd fi\'~-spi((: rrcnth roaM at ,h" Ro,ewo(Jd'~ 
\1ichdilHlam'll M.1dcra re<>IJUTJ.nt. dod af· 
Ic:r hOIlf\ bcebook and Google C'l11ploYl'CS, 
f1u~h with the fruiu of ,heir e:rorIY-Magc: equi~ 
[y. kick oKk with boulc~ of Ar.mjo Cabcrnc(. 
rhe hOIl:[ hd\ become a nconit' center of the 
Silicon Valley met .... h. ~Ir you mmm;tle the 
net worth of people in Ihal rool11. it's got 10 

be mort' motley ,han Jny other room in the 
counlry.~ says Dave UOl'C'ns. CEO of gret"n­
(ceh compJny One Block off the Grid. 

WITH COMPANIES LIKE 
Linkrdln, Croupon, Zynga 
and hccbook valued in the 
10- 10 ll-figur'(' r.mgc, Silicon 
Valley is booming Dna again, 
and for thC' first lime (<='Ch ti­
lans arc cdebrities themselves, 

th6r lives sources of f;&ination. 'Ibis l/Xh 
boom has not only launchro new mwia, 
it has C~led a new social order. onc whose 
anti-~socie[{ aesthetic Ius raken on a 5in~ 
gular SfYfc. In (h~ I~t }~r alon~. th~ resur~ 
g~nc~ of tcch has brought 20,000 n~w jobs to 

this 1.500-.squarc-mile: drea iUSI soUlh of San 
Francisco. while: lhe ;l\'erage price of ;l ~ingle­
family residence in P·.do Aho-home (0 eight 
ne-....ty mimed billionaires. including Facebook 
CEO Mark Zuckerberg-rose 20 percelll to 

51.63 million. 'lwemy morehillionaires live: in 
the surrounding town_~, places like Woodside, 
Los Altos Ilill~ and POrtol:a Valley, and their 
off.the.charts successes have set the lOne for 
an area of ext~mC!.: e.xtrcme health, e.xtrcme 
comfort and, of course. extreme we:dth. 

It's the I~t am:me· \H\lhh· -Ihat tlic~ 

funhesl under thc radar, and th;II'~ rhe key 
to Silicon Vallq ~[yll·. "The riche\t peT'ion 
m the room is oflcn wearing flip-nop~ and 
a hoodie, ~ says lIore:n~. A~ Ihe Jrea"s w!"",hh 
increases, so do rhe knglh\ emrepreneul10 
will go to hide if. klkverly Ilill~ is great, Iml 
thaI's not us,~ SOI.y~ 1';110 Alto Mayor Sid b· 
pino~a. kWe're: nOl fh~h}' Jnd gli17.y-and 
we don't suive to ~. III fa(l, i,'s ~ntilheli­
cal to our cuhure.~ rhe da~hing 39-year-old 
former tech exec \ay~ he's S«'n an incredsc 
in requests for pcnnir~ 10 build dllll'll. The 
number of elaborate b:uemelH expamions 
has skyrocketed m recent years. 

Unlike [he slOried mansions of Gre1:n­
wich, Connecticut and Long lsbnd, Ihe 
holl5Oi of Silicon Valley moguls are inverM:ly 
proportional in siu to the year Iheir Own­
ers mad~ their money. \Vhil~ older billion­
aires, such as Oracle founder Larry Ellison, 
live in gatc:d compounds along \'(food~ide's 
Mounuin Home Road or Atherton'S Park 
Lane, younger enrrcPfC'neUrS, single and 
un;!;tlachcd. (end to hang on 10 th~ir first 
apartm~nls--e\'en after Ihey'v~ sold their 
comp;!;nics for millions. \'(fh~n someone as 
succt'S5ful as Linkedln's Hoffman nay\ in 
the sam~ one-bedroom aflef w;JlChing his 
net worth jump $) billion in a single wuk, 
11 s~nds a :.ignal. Aaron Parl.er, the .'lO-YC"dr­
old founder of MlnI.com, put I~twec:n 

5300,000 and $400,000 into new _\tart-ups 
instead of buying J new house. ~11's more 
fun to inve~1 in companies.

ft 

he \ay~. 
Running on a work-latc:-sle1:p-latc schcd~ 

ule, Palo Aho gel~ going at ten or elr.:ven in 

Ihe morning. when T~shirt- Jnd jean-clad 
cnginL'Cn appear, sporting oockpacb and 
Fivc:Fingen hhe glo\'e~likc sneaker~~h()C$ 

with ;trticulated toes), driving their Pri· 
uses or walking Ihe oak tl"C('--linro strecl~ 

to their offices. Bicyclcs fill Uni~'mir}' Av­
enue, some ridden by commUler~, OIhers by 
compan), cycling teams wearing malching 
OayGlo jackeu. Companies like queM;on­
dnd-answer sitt' Quora, Mint and Google 
JII have group runs. Some pass by the place 
where it all began-the garage behind a now 
landrnarked house on Addison Street, in :I 

part of tOwn called "Professorville," where 
Bill Ilewleu and Dave Packard starred 11]1 in 
1939. More than 70 years laler, Ihe start-up 
garage aestheTic srill prevails. 

Farther from Palo Alto, whe~ Sand Hill 
Road becomes Porrola Road, CrossFit minen 
rolke t«hies cycling up Old u. Hond .. Road, a 
winding climb Ihat leads 10 the hippy-dippy 
former home of psychedelic mO\'ement leader 
Ken Kesc)'. Afterward, they dri\"C ,heir elec­
Ific Tesla Roadsters to work down EJ Camino 
Real, the valley's main drolg. 

Lunchtime at the Villag!: Pub in \'(food­
side finds tech notables scarfing thick pub 
burgers with fries and duck-and-Icntil sal­
ads, ~ating quickly so they can run hack OUI 

to Iheir Priuses in und!:r an hour. ~llere, it's 
dll about having money and no time,~ says 
Katrina Garneu, the petit!: blonde found· 
er of MyLiulf:Swans.com, a luxury (ravel 
platform. ~If anyQIl~ ralks about their golf 
handicap. you'd think 'I'd never invesl in 
you hccause you spend 100 much time: on 
the golf course,' ~ she explains over a crispy 



t FERRARI N T~ t GA..--r.>-.l 
~hi ... kt'n sal.J.d. less (imC~LOn\uming p.1.'.­
~iom, ~m:h as ;art and wint' c:olleuing, are 
more popuhar. As for cus: MOo we ;til own 
Ferr;l.ri~? y~. ~ says Garnell, hCT"idf a SIIC­

ccs~ful Hlveswr who began her career as a 
IO(twuc engineer. ~But would we drive it 
into a Sian-up's parking 1m? No.~ she (;on­
tinu~. bughing. ~Wc ..... ould I;!.kc the Priu5 
~nd leave the J:crrari in the garage." 

Instead of sociaiilo;, Silicon Valley has 
the t«hnolitc. Like her counlC:rput, the fe­
male power Ott. she .... 'Cars the understated 
uniform of Lanvin f1:lT.S. Majestic tee. JamC'i 
;earu :md 001.y cashmcl't' sweater, and her 
moow. operandi is to launch a website selling 
her homemade ~·dry or embroidered dog 
beds or pam:! belts online. then anoint herself 
CEO. Palo Alto'S ltt.Iil space is punctuated by 
fitness storefronts rull by the wives of sUCCCS$­
ful area financiers, such as Dianne Giancarlo's 
jn! Door, a priv.ue training club where cli­
ents an nop by for a 3O-minure ~soul bl:lSt" 
d~iglled to fit in with the nan-up schedule. 
The ~ft Coast Ladies Who Lunch do so ~r 
Clifbars while walking The Dish, the popular 
hiking lrail on Stanford Uni\'crsity proper£)'. 
In :I place where the &shion is function and 
the affectation is efficiency, Silicon Valley's 
IK'W lifes£)'lC' is nOl for the wcarr 
~'otking women have Iheir CCntC'T.'> of 

pov.-er, too-from FaU'book COO Sheryl 
Sandberg's monthly women's salons lO me 
~pelkeasy basC'ment parties honed by Aileen 
[.ee, a parmer in the investmel1l firm Kleiner 
Perkins Caufield & Byer). Betw«n confer­
ence calls, they take brC'aks al the soon-to­
be-renm'JtL-d Stanford Shopping CentC'r. It ... 

pJlm trC'C-CoVt·rt-d walk\\'a)'~ have a ca.m.ll, 
woOthy f«I, and ~idl' palh~ It:"ad lO gourmet 
flrnmdnd c.lfe,. After lIli!>.~ing the fit\! tLxh 
buhhle, Prada .• nd l.oui, VuitlOn set up ~hop 
ill,t tn time for the !>CLond one; GUCCt ami 
Chane! will soon follow. 

IT IS THE ROSEWOOD, 
though, 111 its cherry wood­
toned lounge or Michelin­
surred Madera, where every-
one From Zynga founder Mark 
Pincus to lngel investor Ron 
ConwlY meets lO eat. More 

dC'als h.appen OUI of the offiU' than in, and 
many arC' intertwinro with food. Coffee shops 
like Coupa Cafl'!: in Palo Alto and Hob«'s 
in SunnyvalC' host diners and their laptops 
For hours on end. New technology is always 
present-handcraftC'd organic frozen-yogurt 
shop FraichC' JUSt partnered with TalkBin, a 
company acquirC'd by GooglC' after its first 
six monms, which aJlows customC'1'li to Int 
owner Patama Roj with remarks like "You're 
OUt of mochi!" "[t'S supC'r fun," says Roj, 
using a phrase Ihat, along with tl'<:h speak, 
«h0('5 through the vallC'y. 

Afler a long day of coding. eating and 
o:ercising, nighrs end early. Palo Aho post-
10 r.M. is dark 5a\'C for thC' linc of lit win­
dows where C'ngin~rs work wdl into thC' 
next morning. But mOSt arC' saving their 
energy for the weekend llhead. The excesses 
crammro into such little leisure rime ate of­
ten apC'riential. EmreprC'neurs with priY.lte 
pbncs ny to Sun Valley or Park City, or stay 

at ThC' Four Seasons Resort Maui at WailC'a, 
also known :IS "Silicon Valley West." 

On the green, sprawling Imuit campus in 
Mountain View, Mint.com founder Patu:r 
si ts in a spare office dC'COJ'ated only with a 
Mint.cam-branded surfboard, planning a 
camping weekend. When he startC'd Mint, 
Paner formed a young founders hiking 
group, where participants had to bC' under 30 
and like me outdoors. " It's all interrdarC'd: 
says Parler. "My best friends and the people I 
hang with are people I've met through busi­
ness.~ For this upcoming trip to a sire twO 
hours north, he and 30 other entrepreneurs, 
including his buddies AdBritC' founder Phil 
Kaplan .and Tesla founder E10n Musk,.are w­
ing Pingg to coordinate who will bring what 
C'<juipmem, including zip lines for repelling. 

h is an experience that might sound 0:­

treme for a few days' diversion. But it has bC'. 
cOlne dear that, by Silicon Valley stlndards, 
nothing is tOO much. Patttr, who spends his 
days off working toward his pilot's licenSC', 
spent the prC'vious weekend wim B.arney 
I'dl , the founder of thC' semantic-SC'2rch 
company Powerset, testing out the lunar 
landing radar in PelJ's new dirigible. If Sili· 
con Valley's newly mimed millionaires keep 
up the vdocity, a few weekends from now 
thC')"Uland on the moon . • 
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